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Millions living in poverty have little hope for change after the G8’s action plans prove to be all talk and no action – again.

Leading humanitarian agency, World Vision, says G8 leaders have yet again let millions of sick and hungry children down.

The G8 has once again failed to show the kind of courageous leadership needed to save the lives and futures of millions of children worldwide, says World Vision.

While the G8 did reiterate its 2005 commitments on ODA and HIV/AIDS, exactly how it will deliver these pledges remains a mystery. 

“Without a plan to reach the 2010 deadlines, there is little hope the G8 can actually live up to its commitments,” said World Vision spokesperson, Marwin Meier. “What’s more, the Toyako Framework for Action was downgraded to a expert’s report. The critical steps to improving global health are in no way binding and so the G8 is under no obligation to follow any of the report’s recommendations.” 

“The G8 has let down millions of the poorest who were hoping for leadership at the Summit” said Meier. “We needed bold answers to the global health crisis and the Framework for Action is a misnomer. Where’s the action? That document is now little more than an advisory paper.”

“This isn’t about words on a piece of paper, we’re talking about 9.7million children dying of preventable causes in 2006 alone. There is no time to waste in terms of helping children. They can’t wait for the G8 to come up with resources in a year or two down the line.”

World Vision welcomed the $10 billion pledged since January 2008 to tackle the food crisis – resources badly needed to help those facing increasing food prices. While the G8 addressed the underlying causes of the crisis, they failed to take decisive action, namely ending the subsidies on bio-fuels, regulating market speculation and mandating trade negotiators to make a deal on the Doha trade round that supports developing countries and small agricultural producers. 

“It’s not as if the G8 leaders’ voters do not care about keeping the world’s children healthy,” said Meier.  “A poll by World Vision in most of the G8 countries showed that 7/10 people surveyed wanted their governments to do more to address HIV and AIDS in particular. Only 2/10 expected their leaders to honour their commitments. Sadly they will not be surprised by the outcomes of this year’s the G8.”
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Note to editors:

World Vision is a Christian relief, development and advocacy organization dedicated to working with children, families and communities in around 100 countries to overcome poverty and injustice. Motivated by our Christian faith, we serve all people regardless of religion, race, gender or ethnicity.
